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The Christian’s life is one of prayer. Prayer is an act of worship in which we
speak to God from the heart, asking something of Him, or thanking Him for
His mercies. We pray because God commands us to pray and promises to
hear us. We pray because we constantly need God’s help and we want to
thank Him for His blessings. True, God-pleasing prayer is only to the Triune
God—not to angels, saints, the dead, or some other god. We pray in Jesus’
name, because He assures that through faith in Him as our Savior, our
heavenly Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit will hear and answer our prayers
according to what’s for our good.
Order of Worship: ELH Page 61, The Divine Service, “Rite Two.”
Hymns: 381 (1-4), 382, 385, 381 (5-6)
THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
Old Testament: Genesis 18:20-32. Abraham prayed for the righteous who
lived in Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham demonstrates the confidence all of
us can have in bringing our petitions to the LORD.
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 6. David’s penitential psalm concludes on the
confident note that every Christian can share: “the LORD accepts my prayer”
(Supplement).
Epistle: Colossians 2:6-15. Christ, true God in bodily form, “cancelled the
written code” by His death on the cross. Forgiveness is ours. We have been
made alive in Christ.
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words
of eternal life. Alleluia. (John 6:68, EHV)
Gospel: Luke 11:1-13. Christ teaches His disciples the perfect prayer and
illustrates the persistence with which God wants us to pray.
Sermon: Genesis 18:20-32
Theme - “Life Is Fragile; Handle It With Prayer”
Points to ponder from the day’s Scripture readings:
e Old Testament: Abraham kept pressing God regarding the number of
righteous people in the town. What’s his real concern?
e Old Testament: How many righteous people were there in Sodom?
(See 19:15)
e Old Testament: How did the LORD respond to Abraham’s unspoken
prayer?
e Old Testament: At times in history “acts of God” (“natural”

disasters) have taken the lives of the righteous and the unrighteous
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together. What was Jesus’ answer/point to those inquiring of “why”’
God allows such things to happen in Luke 13:1-5?

e Epistle: Of what does the Lord warn us through Paul in v.8?

e Epistle: What are some examples of those things of which to be
aware?

o Epistle: Jesus has both a divine and a human nature. Which verse
proves so in this section? (see Question 175 in the Catechism)

e Epistle: In the Old Testament, circumcision was the rite of the
covenant relationship with God. What is the parallel New Testament
means of grace? (See v. 12)

o Gospel: For what does Jesus ask us to pray?

e Gospel: Why is this Lord’s Prayer different than the one recorded by
Matthew in 6:9-13?

Announcements:
+ Please join us for Bible class, Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m.
+Confirmation Class: which day/time?
+ timeofgrace.org — a resource for timely, topical subjects and what the Bible says.
+ Guests and Visitors — We are pleased to have you worship with us today. Please
sign our guest book before you leave. Our church provides a free daily devotional
booklet (Meditations). The Lutheran Sentinel, a news and informational publication
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, is also available. Please ask for a free copy.
Genesis 18:20-32 — So the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very flagrant, | will go down now and see
if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has come to me. If not, | will
know.” The two men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham
remained standing before the LORD. Abraham approached him and said, “Will you
really sweep away the righteous along with the wicked? What if there are fifty
righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep them away and not spare the
place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it? You would never do such a
thing, killing the righteous along with the wicked, treating the righteous the same as
the wicked. You would never do such a thing. The Judge of all the earth should do
right, shouldn’t he?” The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people within the city
of Sodom, then I will spare the entire place for their sake.” Abraham answered, “See
now, | who am but dust and ashes have taken it on myself to speak to my Lord. What
if there are five fewer than fifty righteous? Will you destroy the entire city if the
number is five short?” He said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” He
spoke to him yet again and said, “What if only forty are found there?” He said, “I
will not do it for the sake of the forty.” He said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord,
but I will speak again. What if thirty are found there?” He said, “I will not do it, if I
find thirty there.” He said, “See now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to my
Lord. What if there are twenty found there?” He said, “I will not destroy it for the
sake of the twenty.” He said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but | will speak just
once more. What if ten are found there?”” He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake
of the ten.” (EHV™)

Colossians 2:6-15 — Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue
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to walk in him, by being rooted and built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just
as you were taught, while you overflow in faith with thanksgiving. See to it that no
one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, which are in accord with
human tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world, but not in accord with
Christ. For all the fullness of God’s being dwells bodily in Christ. And you have
been brought to fullness in him. Christ is the head over every ruler and authority.
You were also circumcised in him, with a circumcision not done by human hands, in
the putting off of the body of flesh, in the circumcision of Christ, when you were
buried with Christ in baptism. And in baptism you were also raised with him through
the faith worked by the God who raised Christ from the dead. Even when you were
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive
with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. God erased the record of our debt
brought against us by his legal demands. This record stood against us, but he took it
away by nailing it to the cross. After disarming the rulers and authorities, he made a

public display of them by triumphing over them in Christ. (EHV™)

Luke 11:1-13 — On another occasion, Jesus was praying in a certain place. When
he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also
taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say, ‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we also forgive
everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.”” He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and tell him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a friend of
mine who is on a journey has come to me, and I do not have anything to set before
him.” And the one inside replies, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and
my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give it to you.” I tell you, even if he
will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his
bold persistence, he will get up and give him as much as he needs. “I tell you, keep
asking, and it will be given to you. Keep seeking, and you will find. Keep knocking,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives. The one who seeks
finds. And to the one who knocks, it will be opened. “What father among you, if
your son asks for bread, would give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, would give
him a snake instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, would give him a scorpion? If
you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”
(EHV™)

Mission News: You are invited...to attend the Lutheran Women’s Mission
Society (LWMS) rally on Saturday, August 27, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. St. John congregation of Frankenmuth will host. Both women and men
are encouraged to attend. Learn the latest information on what we continue to
support as a synod, when it comes to both home and world mission projects.
Such arally also gives attendees a chance to meet and fellowship with other
sisters and brothers in the ELS from Michigan and Ohio. If you have any
guestions, please ask Pastor Luplow.



