TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
6134 US 23 North, Rogers City, M1 49779
(A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod)
Pastor Jeffery J. Luplow Organist: Mrs. Diane Smuda
Pastor’s Phone: 989-295-3240 Email: pastorjluplow@gmail.com

First Sunday After Epiphany January 9, 2022
We have already noted that Epiphany is officially known as the “Gentiles’
Christmas™ because the season emphasizes how the Christ, who was born of
the Jews, isn’t only the Savior for the Jewish race. Since epiphany means
“shining forth,” the scriptural connection is that God revealed His Christ as
the saving “Light of the world” (John 8:12) wallowing in the darkness of sin.
Perhaps a most familiar event of Epiphany to demonstrate that truth is the
Wise Men who came to worship Christ as their newborn King.

Although Epiphany has an annual fixed date (January 6), Easter has
a moveable date—that’s what makes the Epiphany season longer or shorter;
it depends upon the date of Easter. (As we come closer to Easter, we will
explain how the actual Sunday of Easter is determined).

The season of Epiphany, then, serves as a bridge between Christmas
and Lent. The truth that predominantly stands out is that Jesus, who came
into this world in the form of a servant (Philippians 2:5ff), is still the all-
powerful true God and at times let His glory shine as such.

On this First Sunday after the Epiphany, also called by the early
church the “Second Epiphany,” we hear of Jesus’ baptism and will explain
the significance of it.

Order of Worship: ELH Page 60, The Divine Service “Rite Two.”
Hymns: 49 (1-6), 247 (1-4), 169, 49 (7)

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 16:1-13. The LORD had prophet Samuel anoint
David, King over Israel. The LORD chose David for a special task. Jesus
was God’s Anointed One, chosen for the special task of redeeming us.
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 2. The powers and authorities in this world plot and
plan to rule over everything with ultimate power. Nevertheless, God has
placed Jesus, His Anointed One, ultimate ruler over all things (Supplement).
Epistle: Titus 3:4-7. God declared us just, forgiven through the saving work
of Jesus. Through our baptisms we have become heirs of Jesus’ redeeming
work and eternal life.
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love. | am well pleased
with you. Alleluia. (Mark 1:11b, EHV)
Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22. John the Baptizer points to Jesus as true God,
the promised Messiah. The Holy Spirit and the Father confirm John’s
testimony that Jesus is that anointed Son of God.
Sermon Text: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
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Theme - “Anointed To Please”

Points to ponder from the day’s Scripture readings:

e Old Testament: David was “anointed” as King of Israel. What’s the
parallel in connection with Jesus and His baptism? (See Luke 1:32-
33; Matthew 22:44)

e Epistle: According to Paul’s words, list several points on why and
how God saved us.

e Epistle: To what sacrament does Paul allude in outlining these
blessings?

e Gospel: What illustration did John use to stress Jesus’ superiority
over him?

e Gospel: Of what did John refer when he said about Jesus, “He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire?”

o Gospel: Where specifically is evidence of the Trinity at Jesus’

baptism?
o Gospel: Why did Jesus have to be baptized?
Announcements:

+ Please join us for Bible class on Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m. We are
studying the Book of Psalms.

+ Confirmation class: 3:15-5:00 p.m. at the church on Friday.
+ Sunday school on Sunday mornings from 8-8:30 a.m.

1 Samuel 16:1-13 — The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn
for Saul, since | have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil
and go. | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I see a king for myself
among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can [ go? If Saul hears about it, he will
kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will let you know
what you are to do. You are to anoint for me the person that I point out to
you.” So Samuel did what the LORD had told him to do and went to
Bethlehem. Trembling with fear, the elders of the city came to meet him.
They said, “Do you come in peace?” He said, “Yes, in peace. I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the
sacrifice.” He consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice. When they had come, he looked at Eliab and said, “Certainly this is
the LORD’s anointed.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his
appearance or at how tall he is, because | have rejected him. For the LORD
does not look at things the way man does. For man looks at the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab
and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not
chosen this one either.” Then Jesse had Shammah pass by. But Samuel said,
“The LORD has not chosen this one either.” Jesse had seven of his sons pass
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before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of
these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Is that all of the young men?” Jesse said,
“There still is the youngest, but he is tending the sheep.” Samuel said to
Jesse, “Send for him, for we cannot sit down to eat until he comes.” He sent
for him and brought him in. David had red hair and striking eyes, and was
good-looking. The LORD said, “Get up! Anoint him, because this is the
one.” So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers. The Spirit of the LORD rushed on David with power from that day
forward. After that Samuel set out and returned to Ramah. (EHV™)

Titus 3:4-7 — But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward
mankind appeared, he saved us—not by righteous works that we did
ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by
his grace, we might become heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal life.
(EHV™)

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 — The people were waiting expectantly and were all
wondering in their hearts if John could be the Christ. John answered them all,
“I baptize you with water. But someone mightier than | is coming. | am not
worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly
clean out his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” When all the people were
being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. While he was praying, heaven was
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom | love. | am well
pleased with you. (EHV™)



